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Does “the system” infringe 
too much on us?
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  While “the system” does have the ability to 

interject its opinion at almost every turn, we must ask 
ourselves the question, “What was the system created 
for?” When we look back on our history, we find that 
the system was created for the express purpose of 
protecting our personal interests. It puts in place rules 
and regulations that keep our society ordered and 
functioning, in order to keep the peace. Without the 
system we have currently in place, our society would 
be in danger of corruption and possible collapse.
     Not only is the system in place to protect the 
interests of the people, it is also controlled by the 
people. The democratic ideals of our founding 
fathers have held strong through the generations, 
and their ideology “Government of the people, 
by the people, for the people” still operates in our 
society today. Representatives are chosen through 
popular elections, and everyone eighteen years of 
age and over is welcome to vote. Therefore, you 
cannot criticize the system without also criticizing 
yourself and your fellow voters. If you feel that you 
and your fellow voters made a poor decision in your 
choice of representatives, you can vote them out 
of office in the next election. If a weak or corrupt 
representative is allowed to stay in power, it is not 
the fault of the system, but the fault of the people, 
for they are the system. If the voters do not take 
upon themselves the responsibility of choosing their 
representatives, they cannot criticize the way the 
system is run. Our entire system of government is 
dependent upon active participation by the people, 
and those who do not participate only detract 
from the efficiency and accuracy of the system.
     Some may argue that even though the system 
is under the control of the people, it is dangerous, 
because a powerful individual could take it over 
and allow things to get out of hand. However, we 
have been granted the right to speak out against the 
system if we feel that it is not meeting our needs. 
We, the people, have the ability to overthrow any 
oppressive system through our right to peacefully 
assemble, as well as our right to free press, and 
above all, our right to free speech. If any powerful 
individual or group of individuals had taken over 
the government, or seem to have an unconstitutional 
amount of power, the dissatisfied people have the 
right to revoke their power. No single individual can 
take control, because the consent of the governed is 
still the greatest authority the system has. Without 
this consent, the system would cease to function.
     So those of you who sit back and disparage the 
system “taking control” of your lives, remember that 
you have a say about the decisions made in our country. 
You have the right to speak out against injustices, 
protect your rights, and take matters of importance into 
your own hands. If you don’t like something, take 

affirmative action, take control, and change it! 

  
 “Noth ing  we  see  in  l i fe  i s  fake , 

it’s merely controlled.” –Samantha Green
     Many people don’t want to wrap their heads 
around the system controlling our lives. This 
is often because of a deep set fear that we may 
not have control over the lives we live. Men 
and women move from place to place believing 
their decisions aren’t controlled by the “system.” 
     What is this system? The system may be 
defined as the government that controls the 
society. The government is made up of different 
legislative bodies that help make the country what 
it is. In a positive light the government “tries” 
to make sure that certain laws are implemented 
and keeps the country running (what’s left 
of it anyways—A better job than I could do 
nonetheless). The system is also made up of different 
subcategories, the most important one is the media.
    Citizens hate feeling as if their rights are 
hindered by certain laws or as if they need to keep 
themselves in check at all times. Though laws are 
excellent tools used to keep law and order, it gets 
in the way of the endeavors one may have. Some 
also feel as if their rights are hindered because of 
censoring, oftentimes information in the outside 
world is inaccurate or untold.  As a result of this 
some citizens are oblivious to current world events. 
     The media controls how information is received 
and transmitted; we then take that information and 
form options on them. Oftentimes our opinions may 
be faulty because of the information we receive 
about certain topics. People then become an army 
of puppets because of what they are told to believe. 
Even though some people are nonconformists the 
media filters information to us and we form opinions 
on certain things. This is another way the system 
controls our lives. By divulging pertinent information 
or altering important facts. For example many cable 
companies don’t have an independent channel for 
the BBC World News Network and if there is a 
broadcast it only lasts half an hour. If the CNN 
news channel speaks about other countries it tends 
to have a negative basis. The only time we hear 
about another country is if they are a threat or if 
something negative is happening to it. The sole 
purpose of even mentioning other countries is to 
either invoke fear or sympathy to raise money.
    The system controls our lives because there 
isn’t much we can or will do. People like feeling 
controlled because there’s nothing more to feel. 
When there is a will there is a way and at the end of 
the day all these things are just greater things to look 
at. To some a way to filtrate paranoia, at the end of 
the day you should just think with your own mind.  
Make the right decisions, don’t always fall into the 
traps that are set; be a productive citizen (who 

follows the law) and think on your own. 

Emilie Cady
reporter
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Haley Harraka (9)
“Maybe, because 
it controls things 
on a national scale 
but you can still 
do law-abiding 

things.”

Daniel Diaz (12)
“Yes, because 

taxes are a huge 
burden on us.”

Scott Choi (10)
“No, because 
technically we 

have the right to 
exercise our free 

will.” 

Mrs. Robinson
(Staff)

“Yes, because the 
financial system 
is corrupt and 

some people in 
Wall Street are 

controlling things 
the way they 

are.”

    
 Some people may think the ‘system’ is 

controlling their lives, others not at all; for me, 
I’m not so sure it’s one or the other. It’s hard for me 
to believe that the ‘system’ has complete control 
over everyone’s life, but I also know for a 
fact that we as a country are not really “free”.
     I understand that they have control over us through 
things that theypay for with the people’s taxes, like 
public schools and hospitals. Everything we learn 
in school is what they want us to learn or what they 
think is necessary for us to know to be an “American 
citizen”. We also are required to follow all of the 
laws that they pass because if we don’t, they have 
the power to charge us with breaking the law and to 
throw us in jail, or to charge us a fine. It’s also very 
interesting to think about the fact that the ‘system’ 
probably controls what advertisements are allowed 
to go on television. For example, during elections, 
they allow different kinds of advertisements that both 
criticize runners and support them, but after elections, 
there can never be any commercials that are not in 
favor of the system because they want to strongly in
fluence the way people think about them; they 
want people to think about them in a positive way 
without thinking about all of the scandals that 
tend to occur with people in positions of authority.
     On the flip side, we do have control over our own lives 
– for the most part – at the local level. We have certain 
rights, such as the right to vote on laws, propositions, 
and the people we want to have power over our country, 
that allow for us to have some sort of control over 
the decisions that will be made at the Federal level 
concerning our own future. It’s nice to know that 
within our individual communities, we are pretty safe 
from the hands of control that belong to the system. 
     However, I also believe that although the 
‘system’ sets the standard for what they want us 
to be like, when it comes down to it, everyone 
has a choice. We can choose to be slaves to the
 laws of our country or we can choose to revolt and 
stand up for what we believe in when we think that 
something isn’t right however, as a people under a 
united system we have to be cautious because we 
know that we can be persecuted for standing against 
them. My mom is always telling me that, “Every 
action has a reaction”, and it’s true. We have the choice 
to stand up for our beliefs and not allow complete 
control of our lives, but we also have to be careful 
because we can be persecuted at the Federal level.
     I believe that although the ‘system’ has control 
of the larger aspects of our life, like the laws they 
must enforce and the schools and such that they pay 
for with our tax money, we also have some freedom. 
We are not completely controlled and forced to 
adhere to the rules of our country. In this way,
 I believe that our country is a balance of 

systematic control and local freedom. 
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is re-gifting a valiD 
present? 

The holiday season is arriving 
and gifts are being purchased for spiritual 

and non-spiritual occasions. However, along 
with celebrations of birthdays and anniversaries, 
products are quickly running out as Christmas, 
Hanukah, and other holidays are approaching. As the 
holiday spirit continues to spread, people are purchasing 
gifts for loved ones, family, friends, workers, and so 
on. Still, many people are resorting to the idea of re-
gifting. This term is regarded to people who receive 
gifts and then wrap them and hand it on to others. 
However, the Christmas idea of giving to 
others is  completely lost  in this  process. 
There are a plethora of reasons to why gift 
wrapping is not an ideal situation to resort to. 
First and foremost, the idea of receiving a
 gift, no matter how shabby or cheap the gift is, is 
a thankful act and should be appreciated. This gift 
was made out of kindness and the simple of gesture 
of taking the time to get a gift should be noted. The 
fact that you give the gift to someone else is hurtful 
and shows the lack of appreciation for that person. 
Re-gifting also implies that you don’t care about 
that person and didn’t have time to go make or buy a 
gift for them. Therefore, no matter how much you like that 
person, don’t re-gift since it shows that you don’t care. 
Second, the holiday season especially is about giving. 
When a person re-gifts it not only shows a lack of 
holiday spirit, but it also is inconsiderate. The gracious 
act of giving gifts fills one with tremendous amount 
of joy and it also causes one to feel good about them 
self .The question to be noted is why do we give gifts? 
Gifts are supposed to be an act of selflessness, as you 
take the time out of your schedule to get something for 
your loved one. Re-gifting, not only undermines the 
initial thoughts of selflessness, but it also is quite tacky. 
T h i r d ,  r e - g i f t i n g  i s  j u s t  p l a i n  r u d e .
 When you re-gift to someone it shows that you 
don’t care, you have no time, and shows that 
you are thoughtless, as well. The thought behind 
the gift matters, no matter how bad you think it 
is. The other person went out of their ways to 
get you one and therefore re-gifting is just rude.
 If the other person re-gifts a gift to you, don’t re-gift 
another gift to them. Be the bigger person! You don’t 
want to end up in the holiday of shame! How would you 
like it if you found out that the gift you gave to someone 
was re-gifted to someone else? You would be offended 
and would not view the same person after the incident. 
To avoid hard feelings, please refrain from re-gifting.
It will cause the other person to also rethink next time.
     Last, the act of re-gifting is truly just tacky. 
How would you like it if someone gave you an 
unwanted gift? Not only does it seem cheap, but can 
be obvious as well. There are many circumstances 
in which people forget to remove previous tags 
or personalized gifts. It is always easy to forget
 the presents that were given to you and it is even 
easier to mistakenly re-gift a gift to the same person. 
But, if you continue to feel by the end of this article 
that re-gifting is much easier, you will have to do a
 lot more work than necessary. You not only have 
to make sure there is no personalized note on the 
present itself, you also have to remember to not re-gift
 to the same person (for obvious reasons and if 
it isn’t quite obvious, try it and see the outcome, 
but don’t say I didn’t warn you!). So instead 
of trying to remember all these rules, make 

it easier on yourself and DON’T re-gift! 

     Every time we go shopping 
for presents, whether for our loved 

ones’ birthdays, holidays, or other special 
occasions, we hope and work hard to buy a present 
that won’t be re-gifted.  Re-gifting, or taking gifts 
you once got from someone and secretly giving 
them as a gift to someone else, is something we 
have all been exposed to, whether we were the 
re-gifter or the one whose gift was being re-gifted.  
Although it is true that the thought of someone 
giving away a present you spent time and money to 
find especially for them seems insulting, and many 
people take it so, there are honestly several reasons 
why people shouldn’t take the re-gifting personally.
      The very first reason you shouldn’t be bothered is 
that you gave that person a gift, and now it belongs 
to them to do with it what they please.  When you 
give someone a present, by the very definition 
of the word, you have given over possession of
 that item for nothing in exchange.  This means 
that you no longer have any rights to that item 
whatsoever.  It doesn’t matter if the gift receiver 
breaks, trashes, or re-gifts your present, they have 
every right to do so, and you have no right to interfere.
     Secondly, gift-giving is all about just 
tha t  –  g iving.   Whenever  we f ind an 
especially worthwhile present, we always
 seem to mentally picture the look on the face 
of the person that will be receiving it.  That 
look of wonder and joy that we anticipate and 
then see is absolutely priceless, and can’t be 
replaced.  Therefore, in the spirit of the holiday 
season, and the charitable nature of gift-giving in
 general, why shouldn’t you allow others to feel 
the joy of ‘your’ present.  Even if the person 
you gave the gift to gave it to someone else, 
what is the worst that has happened?  Another 
person has experienced the ecstasy of receiving 
your wonderful present, and your loved one 
has had the chance to experience the one-of-
a-kind sensation of giving someone such joy.  
In effective, you’ve really made on more than 
one person happy, all for the price of one gift.
     Thirdly, and very importantly, the fact that 
someone gave away your present, for whatever 
reason, does not, and cannot, cancel out the fact 
that you ever gave it to them in the first place.  
Underneath it all, it really is the thought that 
counts.  The time, effort, and thought you initially 
put into your present still exists, even if that present 
no longer belongs to the person you intended
 it for.  All that is needed to be known is that you did 
your job, and that you should feel good doing it.
     Finally, if you really are that sensitive 
about have your presents re-gifted, don’t 
buy presents worth re-gifting.  Let’s face it,
 the only presents we ever re-gift are the ones 
we don’t want, and it is safe to assume that goes
 for everyone we know as well. Hence, if you 
really care about someone, you should know, 
or have put in the effort to find out, what kinds 
of things they would like as a gift.  If even this 
is too much trouble for you, then hard, cold cash just 
might be the perfect present.  Just be mindful you 

give out new money, not the re-gifted variety.

“No, it’s not. It’s 
about the love.”

-Sepideh Ferdow-
sian (9).

 No. Because it came 
from me first, and I 
gave it to you. Then 

you gave it away.
-Tiffani Aguirre (10)

“If I’m not going to 
use it and someone 
else is going to make 
better use of it, then 

yes.”
-Anthony 

Haslam(11)

“I think it’s ok be-
cause it saves money 

and it’s creative.”
-Keya Alexander(12)

If it’s a terrible 
gift adn you don’t 
like it at all then 

ya.
-Ashwin Padalkar 

(12)

Yes, as long as the 
person you’re giving 
the gift to doesn’t 
know it’s re-gifted.
-Kathy Pierce (11) 

“It depends. If it was 
something new and 
it was still wrapped 
then it’s ok. Really, 
its not the gift, it’s 

the kindness.” 
-Mrs. Guy, Faculty

“Heck ya! Sometimes 
somebody gives you 
something that’s just 

not you.”
-Mrs. Millam, Faculty



     For most of us, this time of the year can be 
quite troublesome. “Flu season”, as the period of 
time spanning from October to as late as May has 
been dubbed, has officially gone into full swing.
   Usually, parents will begin to become paranoid for 
their children’s health. The memory of last year’s 
outbreak of swine flu is probably still fresh in the 
memories of many. There’s most likely no need to 
become extreme germophobes this season, but it’s 
still a good idea to take precautions to ensure that we 
don’t become ill ourselves. But I sometimes wonder 
if taking caution to avoid minor sicknesses during 

flu season redirects our attention from other icky 
things we could spread to one another– say head 
lice or bed bugs, for example. And you can get them 
any time of the year, there’s no particular “season”.
   Concepts are usually more understandable if you 
provide a hypothetical situation as an example – al-
though this should be fairly simple to understand. 
Suppose you find a really nice, expensive hat one 
day. And not necessarily some random hat you 
picked up off the floor, perhaps it was on sale in a 
store. Do you ever think twice before you put it on 
your head, or where that hat has been and who’s 
tried it on before? In most cases, the answer would 
be no. That’s a shame, because guess what? You 
have head lice now. Well, perhaps that was a bit 
of an exaggeration. Not every hat out there will 

contain the lice from someone who wore it before 
you did. But why is it that we worry about catch-
ing something like a cold that will go away shortly, 
but we tend to forget about other things like head 
lice or bed bugs, which don’t simply “go away”? 
   Knowledge is power – as clichéd as the expression 
is. Instead of just focusing on the flu, colds, or other 
illnesses related to this time of the year, we should be 
fully aware of all the health hazards out there, as well 
as how to prevent, and counter them, if prevention 
fails. Of course, “other” health hazards aren’t limited 
to the head lice or bed bugs previously mentioned. 
It’s just baffling to me that we tend to be so concerned 
about these easily treated problems when there are so 
many other things out there to worry about that don’t 
even come to mind. We’re panicking over and com-

plaining about common colds  while people 
elsewhere are dying of other even more se-

rious and scarier illnesses, such as cholera.
   This doesn’t mean that taking extra care not 
to become ill this flu season isn’t still extreme-
ly important – because it certainly is. But at 
the same time, don’t forget about other sce-
narios that could leave you much worse off. 
   Schools, grocery stores, other public plac-
es, and even the comfort of your own homes 
are all cesspools of germs and illnesses just 
waiting to be spread - not just colds or 
the flu. So prepare yourself for the worst, 
because I’m sure there are things out 
there that are much more troublesome. 

Valencia HigH scHool opinion

     

     

Ben CerCea
editor-in-Chief

Silence iS Gold-
en... or So they 

told me

acHoo!  “bless you, now back oFF, you’re sick!”
By: Shannon Hsu 
Editor

do you have that one friend Who Carries sanitizer everyWhere and smothers it all over themselves? Cartoon By: Christina Chavez. 

eDucation in soutHern caliFornia? 
By: Reetu Inamdar 
Editor
  
    
    
    Reports have shown that most stu-
dents in high school are not ready 
for college even with the extensive 
pass rates from the High School exit 
exam. Although teachers try to pre-
pare students for standardized tests, 
they lack to prepare these students 
for college. As the teachers follow 
the standard regulations they lack 
the necessities to prepare students 
for the tough college curriculum. 
California, known for their rigor-
ous testing material, also faces the 
same problem as many college stu-
dents undergo a struggle to survive.
     About thirty five percent of college 
students drop out of college the first 
year. Although there are many other 

outside issues that can result too 
many students dropping out, some 
students drop out because of their 
lack of preparation and readiness for 
college. The teacher’s curriculum is 
based around passing the standard-
ized testing, but these tests don’t 
accurately represent the students as 
they face challenges in high school. 
     Around ninety two percent of the 
teachers admit that the students are 
not well prepared for college and 
the curriculum ties them from truly 
them preparing them for college. 
“We live in an information age, yet 
our nation’s teachers are lacking the 
information they need to succeed as 
educators,” Barry Salzburg, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Deloitte LLP said 
in response to the college pass rates.
      Many of these college bound 
students lack some of the skills to 
truly succeed in college and there-

fore result to dropping out, failing, 
or repeating classes. This struggle 
can easily be avoided if the cur-
riculum of the school is more sur-
rounded around preparing students 
for college. The school boards 
should now begin molding their 
system of education around prepar-
ing students for college instead of 
passing the standardize tests that 
occur at the end of the year. These 
students now face a greater per-
centage of struggling in college. 
     The increasing struggle to pass 
college is tracing back to the ef-
fective study habits taught in high 
school. The bigger question leads to 
are all students ill prepared due to 
the lack of guidance in high school. 
As many standardized tests show 
the accelerating progress of each 
children, does it show how prepared 
they ultimately are for college?

I regret to inform you that this is the last 
time you will ever see this rant (unless 
of course you check the school website 
or you save this issue) this year.... now 
that I have your attention, let us begin. 
     We will now go to Jena, Germany 
where we will meet a retired man who 
bricked himself in his cellar. After a few 
days of contemplating his escape route, 
he decided to break down his neighbor’s 
wall instead of the one he made... I guess 
his work was too good to be demolished. 
     Staten Island, New York will be our next 
stop in our marvelous adventure. A man and 
his accomplice robbed the owners of Broth-
ers Pizzeria and took away all their dough. 
Though maybe mistaken for a pun, the truth 
is, they actually stole dough  for making pizza. 
The man, let us name him Brady,  was released 
on $1 million bail.... wait how did he get bail 
money if he had to steal dough from a piz-
zeria? Who bailed him out.. the dough man?  
     At a  Motel 6 in Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina an elderly man was told to 
smash various things including a tv and to 
demolish a wall in order to free a “midget” 
who was said to be in the room. The man 
who told him all these things was an appar-
ent prank caller who told the elderly man 
that there were cameras in the room and he 
had to save the dwarf so the cops can help 
him out of the room. Cops arrived later in the 
evening because of a complaint. They came 
when the prank caller called again so they 
took over the phone. The man on the phone 
hung up and said it was the wrong num-
ber. Apparently this isn’t the first time this 
has happened.... well, all out of space, bye.

does high-sChool really prepare us or is it Just an “ameriCan dream” for equality in eduCation? Cartoon By Christina Chavez.
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“In Ukraine it’s not about gifts it’s about the 
family, we’d sit around the table and eat and 
laugh. We’d sit for hours talking about differ-
ent things and just enjoy each other’s com-
pany; it was never about what we would buy 
or what we could get.”-Larysa Maswadeh
     Holidays all over the world have their pros 
and cons however the meanings behind these 
holidays have changed. It is now a time devot-
ed to mass production and consumerism rather 
than quality time with our friends and family. 
With a direct shift in 
our society’s priori-
ties foreigners feel as 
if something is miss-
ing and have a difficult 
time adapting to the 
holidays. In a society 
so ethnically diverse 
many of us may lose 
sight of our practices 
this is where we need 
to focus on the family 
rather than shopping.
     As time passes by 
the word family loses 
its meaning; it has 
lost the characteristics 
that once made it what it was.  A family is unit 
held together by a single trait, families may be 
something as simple as a basketball team or a 
bloodline. Either way the focus of the holidays 
should be on the family and the traditions you 
may practice. These traditions maybe cutting a 
Christmas tree, lighting candles or even just sit-
ting in front of the television watching the news 
together; all of these things are invaluable to your 
experience as an individual.  Many people feel 
obligated to go shopping for extravagant gifts; 
it’s not about keeping up with the Jones’— it’s 
about making memories that you’ll never forget.
     “I feel as if the media has consumerised holi-
days and made it less family oriented,” says Se-
jal Patel (12).  Seeing that the media has a large 
influence on our lives one needs to find a healthy 

balance and not get lost in the commercialism 
that we find during times like these. Commercials 
make sure to highlight the need of these products 
for example, “Don’t you need an animatronic 
dog that can deliver the paper and dispense wa-
ter into a cup for your consumption!” Please note 
that this product doesn’t exist, I don’t have a pat-
ent on it either so you can steal my idea—this is 
the very point being made, people are just trying 
to make money.  Learn to separate yourself from 
secular distractions; life doesn’t last forever but 
we need to make something of it. Business plac-
es are open twenty-four hours a day to sell things 
to you that you don’t need, keep in mind that 
while you’re losing money they are making it.
     Larysa Maswadeh spoke about being at the 

table with her fam-
ily for hours; when 
was the last time 
we all did that? 
Her mention of 
gifts was null in 
void, her tone of 
voice was melan-

choly but at the same 
time there was an 
air of happiness. 
Larysa Maswa-
deh is my mom 
and moving here 
has been difficult 

for us because it’s 
hard maintaining 

our practices. My mother grew up in Ukraine, 
I grew up in Jamaica, even though the people 
were different in both places there was a com-
mon trait unity.   Many of us aren’t from this 
country and it’s hard practicing our traditions, 
instead of spending time at the mall spend it with 
your family and friends and make new traditions.
    Even though we all contribute to the economy 
don’t allow the superficiality of that new ipod, 
ipad or cell phone to get in the way of a real hu-
man connection. Visit your grandparents, eat at 
the dinner table, have something to remember 
when everyone is no longer there. Most of all keep 
safe and be happy with what you do or don’t get, 
the most precious gift is not that ipod but the life 
you’ve been given. Have a wonderful holiday and 
make a resolution you can actually keep next year!

     

     “Tis’ the season to be jolly fa la la 
la…” Ah, the bells are jingling and the 
time is finally here. Student’s favorite 
holiday, Christmas is just around the 
corner and stores have already begun 
to stock the Christmas special. How-
ever is Christmas spirit coming along 
way to early? Thanksgiving stores be-
gan ringing the holiday jingle, radios 
began playing carols, and Christmas 
lights began to be setting up. The 
stores have already began their Christ-
mas carols, however, is the Christmas 
spirit coming along way to early. 
Is the happy Christmas special tak-
ing over the Thanksgiving holiday?
     The early Christmas spirit truly 
crowds the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Why not start putting turkey posters 
right after Halloween? How come 
valentine joy is swept in after New 
Years? The Christmas lights and dec-
orations are set around the Thanks-
giving holidays, possibly overwhelm-
ing others of the holiday joys. Stores 
like, Wal-Mart, Target, Macy’s, and 
Nordstrom Rack began sending cou-
pons and other delightful specials.
     Although many say customers’s 
like to buy their Christmas presents 
early, so the stores put out their prod-
ucts earlier. This not only puts pres-
sures on stores to put their products 
out early but also causes the seasonal 
rush of many customers. Christmas is 
coming too soon because people be-
gin putting decorations up too early. 
With the lights and trees and decora-
tions coming out so early, Christmas, 
which should be a one day holiday 
is becoming a whole month holiday.
     Since Christmas is given so much im-

portance, holidays such as Black Fri-
day that was formerly connected with 
Thanksgiving becomes a day where 
people can buy early Christmas lights 
for cheap prices. If stores continue to 
market the Christmas products, peo-
ple will only be further drawn in and 

shall buy these consumer goods. How-
ever along with buying those goods, 
the spirit of Christmas starts earlier. 
With such an extended time frame, 
Christmas starts to become the most 
important holiday in modern society.
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hoW Soon iS too Soon to play chriStmaS muSic?
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let’S not Get Wrapped up in What’S not holiday 
cheer. make memorieS you’ll never forGet

diScipline the “younG 
turk” inSide uS

 

Discipline separates the rule followers from the 
rule breakers. It imposes conformity and punish-
es those who fail to fall in. This imposition of will 
is power, a certain kind of power called disciplin-
ary power by Foucault. Discipline and the setting of 
rules allow for institutions to decide what is favor-
able and what is unfavorable and mold individuals 
into this definitions, and to weed out those who resist.
     Those that resist are redesignated, and whether 
this new name is convict, delinquent, problem stu-
dent, the end result is the same. It creates a class 
of rule breakers and gives them a label so that they 
can be controlled, while simultaneously keep-
ing the rest of the population content and peaceful.
     Now that a baseline level of knowledge has 
been laid down, the question can be posed and 
considered. Does Foucault’s Theory of Dis-
ciplinary Power apply to public schooling?
    There are certainly rules present in school. Be on time. 
Be prepared. Do your work. Take your test. There can 
also, at least somewhat, a class of problem students. These 
students are often disciplined. They often get in trouble.
    However, does this result in normalization and con-
trol, as the theory claims? Certain sets of students tend 
to seek out certain classes. There is a scramble to make 
one’s resume as impressive and fitting to college stan-
dards as possible. Although some would that there is no 
reason for homogenization to be forced upon the student 
population, it does not necessarily need to be caused by 
malicious intent and could simply be the result of a pre-
vious generation imposing the rules they were taught.
   And yet teenagers are often considered a rebellious 
group. They rebel against authority and question the ways 
of their elders. Furthermore, there is a remarkable diver-
sity in the sorts of activities students undergo outside of 
class, whether it be extracurricular, hobby, or what have 
you. Delinquent students seem not to be controlled and 
made docile, as they are babysat. Deviations in behavior 
and personality seem not be discouraged, but encour-
aged. A common slogan is to “be yourself”. Although 
peer pressure is present in school, if one dislikes the rule 
settings of one group, one can simply find new friends.
    There is homogeneity in public schooling, but 
there is also a large degree of differentiation be-
tween students. Some parts of the theory do fit, 
however, I doubt its applicability as a whole. 

By: Allen Lin
Reporter
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